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Physician Assistant week has come and gone again. This year, PA week in Pennsylvania was 
kicked off at our annual PSPA CME conference. Governor Edward Rendell officially proclaimed 
October 6 – 12 PA week in Pennsylvania. The PSPA welcomed the Secretary of Health, Dr. 
Calvin Johnson to open our membership luncheon. Dr. Johnson, after praising our profession 
through anecdotes of his own experience with PAs, read the Governor’s proclamation. What a 
way to start PA week! That evening, the PR&E committee hosted a party themed “Celebrating 
Volunteerism,” in an effort to show thanks to those who give their valuable time and efforts 
towards the growth of our profession. It was also to encourage new volunteers to get involved. 
The Phenomenal PA awards were also given that night. Award winners were Mark DeSantis, 
Kitty Martin, Ron Mezick, Rachel Goldbloom, Pam Minardi, Dee Soltis, and Katy Stayduhar. 
Many others were also nominated for these awards. Thanks to all of you who do so much for our 
profession!

Other PA week projects included PA week trivia, played by PSPA members at lunchtime, during 
the conference. Also, Public Service Announcements about PAs and PA week were authored and 
distributed to statewide media. Last, but not least, the committee mailed postcards announcing 
PA week to all hospitals in PA. The postcards encouraged hospitals that employ PAs to join in 
celebrating PA week. For those hospitals that don’t employ PAs, the post card served to spark 
interest in hiring them.

We are so proud of our efforts for PA week this year. We hope to do even better next year. I 
would like to thank my fellow Public Relations and Education Committee Members for their 
hard work and creativeness. Remember, education is for everyone! Consider organizing a PA 
week event of your own next year!


